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WHATEVER profit ſhall ariſe from this publication, will be remit- 
ted to the pious Author at PALAMCoTTA, in the TINNAVELLY- 
Country, on the Coaſt of COROMANDEL... 


The hand-writing of the Rev. Mr. SwAR TZ, Engliſh-Miffionary 
at TANJoRE, in which it is affirmed, that the following diſcourſe 
was compoſed in the MALABAR language, and preached by Sa r- 
TIANADEN, is well known to, and atteſted by, 5 


GEO. GAS K IN, D. D. 


8 1 Secretary to the Society for promoting 
Landon, April 26, 1792. Chriſtian Knowledge. . 


55 re. 


bg E diſcourſe which is here preſented to the public, under the ſanction 
of the Society for promoting Chriſtian Knowledge, was tranſmitted with the 
laſt diſpatches from the Miſſionaries on the coaſt of Coromandel, and is now 
publiſhed, in order to evince the capacity of the natives for undertaking the 
office of the miniſtry; and to ſhew, that the efforts of the Miſſionaries in 
India, have not been exerted in vain. 


Elegant diction, harmonious periods, and brilliancy of expreſſion, will not 
be looked for, in a diſcourſe compoſed in the Malabar or Tamulian language, 
and tranſlated into Engliſh by a foreigner. Such as it was received, ſuch is 
it given to the public. The Society deemed every correction, Except that 
of literal or verbal errors, totally unjuſtifiable., 


Sattianaden, as he informs us himſelf, is q Heathen by birth, and a Chriſ- 
tian only by inſtruction. He has ſerved the Engliſh Miſſion for ſome years 
in quality of a catechiſt, and upon receivintz ordination according to the rites 
of the Lutheran Church, compoſed and delivered the following ſermon in one 
of the congregations of the Proteſtam Miſſion on _ coaſt of Coromandel. 


That it is really his compoſition, the Society W no doubt; the fact is fully 
teſtified by the correſpondence of the Miſſionaries, and a ſhort declaration to 
this effect is prefixed in the hand-writing of Mr. Swartz. Thoſe who have 
heard of Mr. Swartz in England, of have known him in India, know that 
he is incapable of affirming any thing but the ſtricteſt truth. 


And if this is a truth, how ſatisfactory muſt be the . ita a ſingle 
ſoul like Sattianaden, has been reſcued from heathen darkneſs, and brought to 
the knowledge of Jeſus Chriſt? a knowledge not ſuch as. too many of the 
Romiſh converts attained, but a knowledge unto ſalvation, a knowledge which 
does honour to his inſtructors, and which the moſt enlightened members of 
our own Church would glory to have inſtilled, 


Sattianaden, though not the firſt finite of the Goſpel in ms 252 miniſter 
(for ſome few others have been ordained under the Daniſh Miſſion) is the firſt 
whoſe 
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whoſe compoſition: has been thought worthy: of being tranſmitted to Europe. 


The Society received it with joy, and it will afford the higheſt ſatisfaction 
to every Member of the Inſtitution, if this ſpecimen ſhould be received by the 
public, not as a curioſity, but as an evidence, that the work of God i is ad- 
vancing in India, and that proper means and inſtruments are employed in ſpread- 
ing the light of the Goſpel through thoſe regions of darkneſs and idolatry. 


The language of this diſcourſe ought not to be judged of through the me- 
dium of a tranſlation ; for though Mr. Kolhoff, the tranſlator, is a native of 
Tranquebar, born of German parents, and poſſeſſes the Tamulian tongue from 
his infancy, and the Engliſh by his intercourſe with our countrymen, it is but 
reaſonable to allow, that the tranſlation, however faithful, muſt till be ſubject 
to the languor of all tranſlations, when compared with the original ; and muſt 
have ſuffered fill more, by adapting european expreſſion to oriental ideas. 
Nevertheleſs, ſome perhaps will be pleaſed to feel, with the writer of this ad- 
dreſs, that there is a ſimple and tender ſtrain of eloquence which pervades the 
whole, and which we often ſeek for in vain in works of art and refinement. 


In point of compoſition, the work ſtands on much ſuperior ground, the- 
order, perſpicuity, and knowledge of the ſubje& which appears throughout, 
would do credit to thoſe who have been long trained in the habits of compoſing ;. 
and if the natives of India poſſeſs by nature, or can arrive by inſtruction at 
perfection to ſuch a degree, let it not be ſaid any longer, that they are deficient 


in any qualifications that fit men for the office of Paſtors and Teachers. in the- 
Church of Chriſt. 


How long it may be i in the power of the Society o maintain Miſſionaries, 
how long the fluctuations in the affairs of this world will afford duration to the 
Miſſion itſelf, is beyond our calculation; but if we wiſh. to eſtabliſh the Goſ- 
pel in India, we ought to look beyond the caſualties af war, or the revolutions 
of empire; we ought in time to give the natives a church of their own, inde- 
pendent of our ſupport ; . we ought to have Suffragans, with epiſcopal authority 
in the country, who might ordain deacons and prieſts, and ſecure a ſucceſſion 


of paſtors, even if all communication with their parent Church ſhould be an- 
nihilated. | g 


If the Apoſtles had not done this in Saen country ak they preached, the - 
oy of the Goſpel would have ended with * lives; but they ordained :; 
. | elders : 
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| called forth by proper culture and education, 


elders in every city ; upon this baſis, an everlaſting Church was erected, and if 
we wiſh to build for perpetuity, we muſt follow their example. - 


At what time it will pleaſe God to call the Gentiles to the knowledge of the 
Goſpel, or whether he will make uſe of us as inſtruments, is known only to 


himſelf; but we know this great work is to. be accompliſhed, if we engage in 


it; there is ſome merit even in the attempt; and if we hope for ſucceſs, we 
muſt employ the means to obtain it; extraordinary gifts of the ſpirit have 
ceaſed, but the method of conducting our endeavours, and the model for 
erecting a Church, are left us by the Apoſtles. 


It has been often ſaid, that the natives of India are of tos feeble a ſpirit to 


be entruſted with the conduct of any arduous undertaking; if this is true in 


part, it applies rather to the more enervated inhabitants of Bengal, than to 


thoſe on the coaſt, and throughout the peninſula: or if it is true as a general 


maxim, ſtill thoſe who are inſtructed at prefent by the Miſſionaries, or may be 


inſtructed hereafter by native teachers, will be ſuperior in proportion to their 


countrymen, and be rendered capable of conducting a Church, if not of erect- 
ing it. ; 


But, we are not to eſtimate the talents of the natives, in regard to Keadineſs 


and firmneſs of mind, to their aptitude for great-ſyſtems of commerce, extent 


of political arrangements, or comprehenſive military plans, by the ſtandard of 
Europe; for let their abilities be what they may, in all theſe points, (and cer- 


tainly they are far greater than Europeans in general are pleaſed to allow) they 
are till poſſeſſed of qualities which fit them admirably for the reception of the 
Goſpel, if their prejudices were once corrected. They are characterized by 
meekneſs, gentleneſs, and a tranquil ſpirit ; they inherit a courage of that kind, 
which conquers even violence, inſult, and oppreſſion, by patient ſuffering. 


But we do great injuſtice to the native Indians, and arrogate too much to 


ourſelves, if we think them our inferiors in mental capacity or underſtanding ; 
the well-educated Bramins are acknowledged by all who have been in India, to 
be as capable of all the refinement of learning, to poſſeſs as penetrating quick, 


and ready faculties, as any ſet of men in the univerſe; and it will probably be 


found, if the experiment can be tried, that many may be ſelected from the in- 
ferior caſts, as well as the ſuperior, with equal talents and abilities, if they were 
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| dence of the Society; we have good reaſon, however, to believe, he is of one 
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Of what particular caſt Sattianaden is, does not appear from the correſpon- 


of the ſuperior caſts; whether he is an adult convert, or trained up in the 
knowledge of Chriſtianity from his infancy, is unknown; but this will at leaſt 
be allowed, that whatever deficiencies the natives may have, if we may judge 
by the ſpecimen he has given us, they are poſſeſſed of eloquence, eloquence of 
the moſt pathetic kind, and as well fitted to promote the intereſts of the Goſ- 


pe], as any ſpecies of that art, which the moſt enlightened Europeans could 
communicate.. 


There are two obſtacles only which are of any conſequence, to impede the 
progreſs of the Goſpel in India; the prejudice of the people, and the condition, 
of the converts. Prejudice however does belong to ſuch as are trained up Chriſ- 
tians from their infancy; and the condition of converts will be bettered, as. 
they become more numerous; it is likewiſe to be hoped, that the general pre- 
judice of the natives will diminiſh in proportion to the ſucceſs. of the ſchools,. | 
opened. by the Miſſionaries for teaching the Engliſh language : the natives at 
preſent, in the midſt of all their idolatry, are fufficiently diſpoſed to admit the. 
belief of one only God, ſupreme author and governor of the univerſe; and 


whenever they ſhall be enabled to read Engliſh for. theraſelves, it may not be 
impoſſible to convince thtm,. that God has ſent a Redeemer for mankind. 


Neither would the condition of converts be ſo unhappy, if when driven from- 
their caſt, and rejected by their countrymen, they found countenance and pro- 
tection from Europeans. The Engliſh in India are too ready to ridicule con- 
verſion, and deſpiſe the converts; but as their prejudices againſt the Miſſiona- 
ries are wearing out, as their public and private language bears teſtimony to. 
the pious labours of a Swartz, a Gerickè, and a Polthe, ſo may we hope,, 
that by degrees they will be brought to receive and employ the converts, who. 
are the work of their hands, to cheriſh, comfort, and promote them. 


One great object of the Society in offering this diſcourſe to the public, is. 
their deſire of drawing the attention of thoſe who are diſpoſed to the promo 
tion of this pious work and labour of love. Their hopes are enlarged by the. 
acceſſion of ſo uſeful a miniſter as Sattianaden ; they pray that he may be the. 
inſtrument of converſion to his brethren, and they truſt, that the prayers ok. 
all good. men will be united with their” s before the throne of Grace. 
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tranſcendant ĩs thy love and mercy, which thou haſt ſnowed to us ſinful crea · 
tures! No human tongue, nor even angels themſelves, can deſcribe: its: great - 
neſs and excellence. Thou huſt declared that thou haſt no pleaſure in the 
death of che wicked, but that the wicked dun from: his way and live; and 
from. the very ing thou haſt teſtified deſigns towards us by 
various inſtances, — —— — Son to ſeek and to 
fave that which was loſt, And as thou earneſtly deſireſt that every one ſhould 
repent and be made a partkker of Chriſt's:redemption, thou calleſt ſinners to 
repentance by the miniſtration of thy ſervants, whom thou qualifieſt for that 
ſacred office by the knowledge of thy word, and the grace and ſtrength of thy 
bleſſed ſpirit: thou art ready to receive into thy divine grace and favour all 


| thoſe who ſincerely turn unto thee, to pardon all their fins, to adorn them with 


the righteouſneſs of Jeſus, and to make them for ever happy. We praiſe and 
adore thy name for thy divine grace and mercy; and as we are now met toge- 
ther to meditate on that gracious declaration which thou haft made, As I 
e live faith the Lord, I have no pleaſure in the death of the wicked, but that 
ec the wicked turn from his way and live; ve intreat thee, O moſt merciful 
Father, co be with us, and to make us ſenſible of our finful and loſt condition, 
and the extenſiweneſs of that ſalvation thou haſt wrought out for us; and grant 


che grace and ſtrength of thy bleſſed ſpitit to me thy ſervant, and to thy 
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for this precious promiſe is confirmed by an bath, on which therefore every 
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As live, ſaith the Lord God, T have no pleaſure in the death of the wicked, but 
that the wicked turn from his way and live; turn Je, i. turn ye from Jour evil ways, 


for why will ye die, O houſt Hau? 0 e 4 


T HIS text is full of the moſt divine encouragement for ſinful creatures 
to turn unto God, and to ſecure an intereſt in his favour; for it ſhews us how 
the mind of God is diſpoſed towar s fuch, and how deſirous he is of their ſal- 
vation. As I live faith the Lord God, I have no Pleaſure i in the death of 
the wicked.” As his exiſtence has no end, ſo this gracious e 


not ceaſe in its force and influence; every repenting ſinner therefore 


encouraged by this gracious declaration, ſincerely returns unto God; ſhall at 
laſt find that his hopes have not been vain ;- though formerly he has wahdered 
in the ways of; ſin; and though his mind be ſtill under various doubrs and fears; 


repenting ſinner may ground his hopes of pardon, and eternal 1 In 
N let us cenkder the Rs Ran r 
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1 To whom the offrs of dune mercy are made. 
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fons to whom this gracious promiſe is made, are all mankind, who though 
endowed with rational ſouls and well framed bodies, bleſſed with great divine 
gifts of che mind, and with the comforts/ and conveniences of chis liſe, though 
daily protected from all dangers, and receiving innumerable bleflitigs from the 
paternal hands of their Maker; have diſobeyed his laws, diſhon6ured is. 
name, reliſted the dictates of the bleſſed ſpirit, and purſued the ſinful defires. 
of their depraved heart. Melancholy and very humiliating as chis aſſertiom 
{1 | 6 | is, 
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18, conſcience; and che unerring word of God, concur in declaring it 00 de 
3 Let us hear what the ſacred Seripture ſays on this head, Rom. iii. v. 10, 
12. There is none rigliteous, no not one, there is none that underſtand- 
« eth, there is none that ſeeketh after God, they are all gone out of the way, 
* they are togecher Peron unprofitable, there is none that doeth good, no 
« not one.” This is the mournful deſcription which the word of God gives 
of every one who is of the race of Adam; and every one who candidly exa- 
mines his heart, and his conduct, will no doubt own the charge, and acknows 


ledge that he is a guilty creature by nature, who wy n from God, and 
"_—_ EE? to his roars 
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tuption of mankind: is pointed out, is that name fleſb, i. e. depraved crea- 
tures, who are become diſaffected to God and holineſs, and indifferent ſor their 
intereſt in his favour; whoſe hearts are ſet upon the things of this world, and 
upon the gratification of their depraved deſires. and affections. What abomina- 
ble ſins and inquiries. pn ET ˙ gra, + 6 on 
nnn in Gal. v. weer te 


ot 1 7 the — «7 nn ue 
Iſraelites towards God, ſerves as a melancholy proof of the great depravity of 
mankind. God choſe then for his peculiar people; he gave them his laws 
to direct them in the way of holineſs, and his divine promiſes concertting the 
Redeemer, to ſhew. them how they were to obtain . pardon of fins. By be- 
ſtowing theſe. and many other great. privileges, which are mentioned by St. 
Paul in Rom. ix. v. 4. God made them a glorious nation; but though fa» 
voured with ſo many and great benefits, they nevertheleſs made the riot un- 
worthy returns to their Maker and kind Benefactor, and provoked him by 
diſobeying his laws, and following the ſinful cuſtorns of the Heathens in wor- 
ſbipping idols, and committing other abominable practices; and though God 
admoniſhed-them by his ſervants to turn unto hirn, yet they refuſed to hearken, 
and made light of all his gracious admonitions ; though by ſuch ungrateful be- 
haviour they had deſerved to be rejected immediately, yet a mereifuf God 
ſhewed his patience and long- ſuffering towards them. He ſent his ſervants to 
them again and again, . 
* _ threatnings to puniſh them if they refuſed to obey. - The 
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made known'unto them, in the name of the Lord, that if theyirefuſed to hearken, 
they would bring upon themſelves the vengeance of their Maker; and that if 
they perſiſted in their rebellion, their temple and their city ſhould be deſtroyed, 
and that they ſhould become the captives of thoſe nations whom they abhor- 
red, who ſhould oppreſs and afflict them, and that they ſhould be deprived of 
all thoſe privileges, with which they were favoured, But all this made no im- 
preſſion upon them, they diſregarded all the kind warnings of their ARMS | 
and continued to do what was n to their wicked ond 1897! ent 


But not only chis behaviour of the * but a ah of all aki in men win 
are not changed, and reformed by the bleſſed Spirit, plainly proves how ſinful and 
corrupt they are; for, if we open our eyes and look around us —alas! how do 
men make light of the riches of God's goodneſs, forbearance and long-ſuffering ? 
not knowing that the goodneſs of God leadeth them to repentance. How 
diſobedient to the commandments of their Creator, and kind Benefactor d 
And what unworthy returns do they make, for the innumerable bleſſings and 
benefits which he has beſtowed upon them ? Such baſe ingratitude- ſurely: js 
worthy of the ſevereſt penalties; hut ſuch is the mercy and patience of our 
Maker, that he ſpares guilty and ungrateful creatures, withholds the im- 
mediate execution of thoſe penalties which he has threatened, and endeavours 
to bring them to repentance by his offers of mercy, by his gracious promiſes, 
and by his threatenings and corrections; and thus when the Iſraelites had pro- 
voked him by their multiplied fins,” he did not reje& them, or puniſh: them 
as their ſins had deſerved, but corrected them for their fin and diſobedience, 
and renewed: the offers of pardon and grace in order to recover them to re- 
pentance; and all this on account of that gracious promiſe which he had n 

* As I live faith the Lord, I have no pleaſure in the death of the wicked; 
and eſpecially for the ſake of the Redeemer whom God had promiſed, not 
only for the ſalvation of the Jews, but of all mankind. God had promiſed 
that the Redeemer of the world was to be born of the Jewiſh nation; if God 
had deſtroyed that nation, how could this promiſe of a Saviour have been ful-- 
filled ? All other nations would then, no doubt, have periſhed likewiſe ; for if 
we had had no Redeemer, what other would our condition be than that of 
being baniſhed for ever from the preſence of our Creator, without the leaſt hopes 
of pardon, and of enduring all the dreadful conſequences of our fin and diſ- 
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wicked, God therefore prferved that nation in which the Redeemer was tn be 
born. 5 


F his gracious promiſe God fulfilled in due time, Gal. i iv. v. Fu He ſent 
the Meſſiah, the Redeemer, in order to deliver thoſe who were under the curſe 
of the law; he laid upon him all thoſe penalties due to our diſobedience, and 
made him who knew no fin to be an offering for our fins; and thus God has not 
only glorified his mercy, but has vindicated. his holineſs and juſtice z and has 
given us the moſt awful aſſurance that he was not a God to be trifled with, and 
that the ſin of his creatures ſhould not go unpuniſhed. He that ſpared not his 
own Son, when he took upon him the cauſe of ſinners, will N wy guilry, 
creatures, who pert in their rebellion, 


By 3 all choſe en due to our fins, our bleſſed Redeemer has 
made a full atonement for all our ſins, he has removed all our curſe, and has 
laid a firm foundation for our holineſs and happineſs. And God himſelf has 
given the ſtrongeſt evidence of the ſufficiency of his atonement to ſave us from 
our ſins, by raiſing him from the dead, and exalting him to his right hand, 
where he is inveſted with all power in heaven and in earth, and where he ever 
liveth to intercede for us, and to apply the benefirs of his gy. 


As our bleſſed Saviour Jeſus Chriſt has made a full atonement for” our ER 
and has laid a foundation. for pardon and acceptance, God offers this reconci- 
lation to ſinful men, and inviteth them to accept of the ſalvation wrought out 
by Jeſus Chriſt. This gracious promiſe contained in the text was at firſt given 
| to the Jews, and our Saviour himſelf appeared amongſt them; he made known 
unto them the will and counſel of his Father, and proved his divine miſſion 
by thoſe wonderful works which he performed, and at laſt he ſuffered and died 
in the midſt of them. It was to that nation, firſt of all, that God cauſed re-- 
pentance and faith to be preached ; and as many as obeyed his call he received 
again into his grace and mercy for the ſake of the Redeemer, though formerly | 
they. were guilty of the greateſt ipgratitude towards him. But all thoſe who 
deſpiſed the offers of his mercy, he gave up to their own will, and made ther 
awful examples of his juſtice, that others might fear him, and be prot 
upon not to abuſe his goodneſs, but to turn a e en e 
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But, praiſed be God, he has made the offers of his grace not only known to 
the Jews, but to us likewiſe who are of the Gentiles, and who were utterly 
unworthy of ſuch infinite mercy ; for we were very far gone aſtray from him, 
have acted as his enemies, and provoked him by our great and multiplied fins 
and tranſgreſſions. The apoſtle St. Paul deſcribes the fad caſe of the Gen- 
tiles, as likewiſe the happineſs of thoſe who have ſincerely embraced Chriſtian- 


ity, in his epiſtle to the Epheſians, ch. ii. v. 12, 13. © At that time ye were 
« without Chriſt, being aliens from the commonwealth of Iſrael, and ſtran- 
ce pers from the covenant of promiſe, having no hope, and without God in the 
« world ; but now in Chriſt Jeſus ye who ſometimes were far off, are made 
e nigh by the blood of Chriſt.” God has ſhewed the ſame unſpeakable mercy 
to us likewiſe ; he hath cauſed the reviving light of the glorious goſpel to ſhine 
upon us, who were fitting in darkneſs, and under the ſhadow of death ; he has 
made known unto us what he has done for our ſalvation, and the way of ob- 
taining his grace and favour; to this end, © that we might ſhew forth the 
<« praiſes of him who has called us from darkneſs unto his marvellous light.” 
O let us be thankful for this unſpeakable mercy, and endeayour ta live as it 
becomes thoſe who are made partakers of ſuch unſpeakable grace and favour, 


Here it may be objected, that the rejection of the Jews was contrary to the 
promiſe which God made to their fathers, . I anſwer, that by the reje&ion of 
the Jews, is meant the rejection only of thoſe who deſpiſed the offers of God's 
grace. The door of mercy is open to them as well as to others, and God is 
willing to receive as many of them as return to him by the mediation of Jeſus . 
Chriſt: beſides this, when that happy period ſhall come, when the Gentile 
nations ſhall turn to the Lord, then ſhall Iſrael likewiſe turn from their ungod- 
lineſs, and truſt in their divine Redeemer. This is plainly aſſerted i in Rom. xi. 
v. 26. ee 80 all Iſrael ſhall be ſaved, as it is written, there ſhall come out of 
Sion the deliverer, and ſhall turn away ungodlineſs from Jacob, for this is 
« my, covenant unto them, when I ſhall take away their ſins.” This gracious 
promiſe. of ſhewing mercy to his people, God will fulfil in due time. Wel 
might we therefore praiſe and bleſs Gad in thoſe words of the prophet, * te Who 
is a God like vnto thee, that pardoneth iniquity, and .paſſeth by the tranſ- 

« grefſion of the remnant of his heritage? He retaineth not bis anger for ever, 
* becaufe he delighteth in mercy ; he will turn again, he will have compaſ- 
= Hon upon us: he a. ſubdue our iniquities : thou wilt caſt all their ſins in 

© the 


LF Þ 
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« to Abraham, which thou haſt ſworn unto our fathers from the days of old.” | 
Micah vii. v. 18—20. Let us now confider, 


IT. 'The way of obtaining the bleflings of this promiſe. The way by which 
men are to obtain the bleſſings of this promiſe i is expreſſed in the text, by their 
turning from their evil ways: © Turn ye, turn ye from your evil ways, for why 
will ye die, O houſe of Iſrael?” Such a turning of a convinced ſinner from 
his evil ways, implies in it a diſtreſſing ſenſe of his departure from the 1 way of 
God's commandments, and of his ungrateful behaviour towards God, and an 
abhorrence and renunciation of all his ſinful courſes; for as long as a finner is 
not affected with a ſenſe of his ſinfulneſs and loſt condition, but thinks well of 
himſelf, while he continues in his ſinful courſe, he will never be prevailed upon 
to renounce and forſake it. This was the condition of moſt of the Jews; 
though God then chaſtiſed them for their ſins, they remained inſenſible of — 
great ingratitude towards him their divine Benefactor; their proud hearts were 


not humbled by it, for they were induſtrious to juſtify themſelves, though 


thereby they reflected on God, and therefore they continued to purſue the dic- 


rates of their depraved heart. And this, alas I is the deplorable condition of 
many who call themſelves Chriſtians, who miſerably deceive themſelves, by 


hoping to become happy becauſe they conform to ſome external. rules of 
Chriſtianity, while their hearts are till eſtranged from God; and though the 
word of God, and their own conſcience tells them that they live in this and in 

that fin, and that conſequently they cannot be pleaſing. to God, yet they either 
believe it not, or turn a deaf ear to thoſe ſalutary warnings, . or make a hun- 
dred ſhifts or excuſes for it, without examining the ſtate of their ſouls, or con- 
fidering to what miſeries they are expoſed, as long as they go on in their uncon- 
verted ſtate, and therefore they remain in their ſinful attachment to the world, 
and in other finful. courſes. But O that ſuch would conſider how dreadful | 
their condition is,. as long as they are inſenfible-of their ſinfulneſs. and miſery : | 

that as long as they continue in ſin, they are ſlaves to Satan and to their luſts, 

under the high diſpleaſure of God, and liable to ſuch miſeries which no hu- | 
man tongue is able fully to declare. Whoſoever loves fin deſtroyeth his own 5 
foul. Let us therefore be perſuaded no longer to continue in the practice of 

An, but let us intreat him to convince us by his bleſſed Spirit of our | 
condition by nature, ITY ſenſible thereof. Let us onde 
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them, and to dedicate ourſelves to the ſervice. of was. 


E 
how diſobedient and how ungrateful we have been towards him, and let this 


conſideration fill our hearts with ron, and excite us to able ourſelves. *. 
fore him. 


God comes now to the door of our hearts, and invites us to accept of his 
grace and mercy. O ſinners, turn, turn from your evil ways, why will you die ? 
why will you throw away your immortal ſouls, and plunge yourſelves into 
eternal death and miſery ? As I live I have no pleaſure in your death. Hate 
and renounce therefore your fins, and turn unto me by repentance, and 4 in 
your Redeemer, and I will beſtow upon you the riches of my grace, and the 
bleſſings of pardon, Lad and eternal life, 


This was likewiſe the chief intention of 0 our Saviour's — when he | 
entered on his miniſtry, namely, to prevail on ſinners to repent and to turn to 
God: © Repent, for the kingdom of God is at hand;” yea, God is now mak 
ing his own way to reconciliation and peace, through the ſufferings and death 
of his own Son; he has ſent him to atone for your ſins, that thereby he might 
lay a firm foundation for your being united to him again; that you may ſhare 


in theſe bleſſings. Therefore, repent: conſider how you have departed from 


God, and how ungrateful you have been to him 3 and let your hearts be melted 
thereby into repentance and ſorrow for your paſt ſins, and be excited to hate 
and forſake every ſin, and to love and ſerve God. Let us, therefore, be pre- 


vailed upon by theſe gracious calls, no longer to continue in our enmity againſt 
God, who has ſuch kind deſigns towards us; but let us turn unto him with a 


ſenſe of our poverty and ſinfulneſs; let us acknowledge and bewail before him 
our ſins, and reſolve in dependence on his ſtrength to hate and to renounce 
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The turning of a convinced 3 from ** Ginful 1 ways, includes in it like- 
viſe a truſt and dependence; on Chriſt for pardon and ſalvation; all our ſorrow 
for ſin, and reſolutions to amend our lives, will not take away. our ſins: it is 
Jeſus who has atoned for them, and has made peace between God and men: 
to him, therefore, we muſt fly for refuge, and believe in him as our Saviour, 
and the ſource of all our happinefs. Through: -his mediation, we ought-to draw 
near unto God, and intreat him to grant us pardon of lins, and an intereſt in 

bis Srace and favour, This is the only true way of attaining to theſe. ineſti- 
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Aube for the oracles of God aſſure us that he is the 6nly Mediator 
between God and men, and that whoſoever believeth in him ſhall have life 
verlaſting. How unaccountable, therefore, is the practice of the Papiſts, who- 
ntroduce the ſacrifice of the maſs, and the mediation of ſaints, as methods of 
ztonement for fin, beſides the ſufferings of Jeſus,” and the atonement made by 
im? and how vain and abſurd are all the other labours which men, ignorant 
nd ſinful, have invented to make atonement for their ſins? The Heathens 
eſt their hopes of pardon and happineſs on their pilgrimage to Kaſi, to Ra- 
eſuram, and other places of pretended great ſanctity, and on a number of 
eremonies which are painful to the body. The Mahometans think they ſhall 
be accepted on account of their reciting certain forms of prayer ſo many times 
> day, their faſtings, and their going to Mecca: and the Jews hope to merit 
eaven at the hand of God on account of their own works, and the obſerv- 
ance of ſome ceremonies. How fatal is the deluſion of thoſe. who hope to 
obtain pardon of fins through ſuch methods as theſe ? The atonement of Jeſus 
the only foundation for pardon and acceptance; he is the way by which we 
ire to draw near unto God; © whoſoever cometh through him ſhall be ſaved, 
and ſhall' go in and out and find paſture,” Jobn x. v. 9. We have no rea- 


on to doubt of it, for God himſelf hath ſet him forth to be a propitiation for 
he fins of the whole world, and inviteth Iinners to beneve in him as their Sa- 


jour, chat ſo they may ſhare in the bleſſings of redemption. God calleth us to 
look on him and be ſaved. O ſinners, you have undone yourſelves, and are 
plunged into a ſtate of the moſt deplorable miſery, out -of which you are nor 
ble to deliver yourſelves ;' but Jeſus your Saviour is able and ready to fave 
u. Be your fins ever ſo many, ever ſo great, yet you ſhall certainly be ſaved 
5 woe do not negle& the offers of grace which are made to you. Delay, 
herefore, no longer to turn from your evil ways: let not your doubts and your 
cars keep you at a diſtance, but come like the returning prodigal with true 
epentance and faith in your divine ſurety, and I will pardon all your fins, 
adorn you with his righteouſneſs, renew and ſtrengthen you by my ſpirit, and 
eive you intd the number of my children. O how kind, how gracious is 
bis invitation! If we. love ourſelves and deſire to become happy, let us accept 
of him as our Saviour, and intreat God in his name to grant us forgiveneſs of 
dur ſins, and to beſtow on us the riches of his grace. This is the way in 
which we ere to turn unto God, and become partakers of his grace and mercy ; 
d if we have by the eee this bleſſed way, let us take 


care that we do · not then think we have already attained to a ſtate of perfection. 


for their eternal welfare, becauſe they have once found their minds awakened, 


| ledge of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, by our frequent addreſſes to him, and daily 
* ſurrender: of ourſelves into his hands; let us ſtrive by the grace of the bleſſed 


here promiſes that every one who turns from his evil ways-ſhall live; that is, 


vine nature. Being thus made free through Chriſt from tlie death of ſin, be 
| ſhall live a happy life in the enjoyment. of the grace and favour of God; God 
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There are ſorne who think that they need not be under any farther concern 


and have ſhewed. ſome ſorrow for their ſins; but this is a fatal thought which 
will ruin our ſouls, let us therefore take care to maintain always a ſenſe of our 
finfulneſs and loſt condition, and endeavour to grow in grace and in the knows 


Spirit to follow his holy example, and adhere unto him in proſperity and ad- 
verſity ;. let us daily hear the word of God, and lay it up in our hearts as the 
food of our ſouls; and watch and pray that its ſaving effects may not be fru- 
ſtrated, ( but that it may bring forth the fruits of a holy life.) This is the way 
of obtaining the grace and favour of God; a way, though narrow to our de- 
praved nature, which will lead us to > lifs eternal. 1 W now to the 


III. Particular : to point out what thoſe bleſſings are which every convincel 
finner ſhall obtain by entering into this way. All thoſe bleſſings are expreſſed 
by the word! /ife: © As I live, faith the Lord God, I have no-pleaſure in the 
ce death of the wicked; but that the wicked turn from his way and liue. God 


he ſhall be delivered from eternal death and condemnation, and all the punifh- 
ment due to ſin, and be reſtored to the love and favour of God, to peace of 
conſcience,, and to the hope of eternal life: he ſhall be delivered from the 
power of ſin, and the tyranny of his luſts, and be made a partaker of the di. 


will love him as his child, will bleſs him, and grant him his holy ſpirit. It is 
his power alone which raiſeth ſinners who by. nsture are like dry bones, and 
enables then to ſerue God and to do hig bieſſed will: 1 


The believer's apprehenſions of divine things, of God; and of his infinite 
goodneſs, will then become lively and powerful, and the conſideration of the 
happy change wrought in him, will fill his ſoul with humility and ff abafe- 
ment, under a ſenſe of its. own vileneſ and unworthineſs; and excite him to 
praiſe and adore God for his unſpeakable kindneſs and merey. „ All the 
 kleflings (ſays the believer) which I am made a partaker of Lowe to the free 


„ 
and unmerited grace and mercy of God; he has had compaſſion on me, a -. 
erable worm, and ſinful creature; he has forgiven all my fins, and has filled 
with the riches of his grace; I am therefore bound to love him above al 
hings, and am reſolved by his divine ſtrength to keep all his divine command - 
nents which are intended for my well-being.” Theſe are plain marks of the. 
piritual life, and he, who is made a partaker of it, ſhall not die: though his 
body falls to duſt, death ſhall not hurt him, but. convey him to a ſtate of per. 
jo reſt and joy, for Chriſt has aboliſhed fin, which is the ſting of death; and 
Rt laſt Chriſt: will raiſe his mean body, making it like unto. his glorious body, 
d put bim *. full W of all thoſe er which e ag 
for him. | | | 


| 1 ä 11 daade 3 a believes hathcof his obtaining. a0 benefirs, 
I anſwer, that God has given full ſecurity. for. the fulfilling of his gracious pro- 
miſe. The Lord knew how hard it was to bring convinced finners to believe 
his promiſes, and therefore he has provided the moſt full and perfe& evidence 
that we could ever deſire; he has confirmed his declaration to ſhow mercy unto 
us by an oath, 4 I live, &c. His oath is immutable, and cannot be broken, 
why ſhould we therefore entertain doubts of it? Let us conſider how diſnonour- 
able they are to God, and hurtful c our cen intereſts ; let us therefore take 
care that we do not give place to them; let us go to the chrone of grace for 
help, not ſtaggering at his gracious promiſe through unbelief, but relying ſted- 
faſtly upon his nen and 3 ſhall E n ww 
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: We Sig ROW, clean beloved, ncknns; on that ation ddohirrien:whick 
God has made to us ſinful creatures; Jet this excite us to praiſe and adore him 
for his unſpeakable mercy towards us, and to renounce whatever makes us 
unfit to become partakers of it. Let us ſurrender ourſelves unto Jefus, that 
we may ſhare in all the bleſſings contained in this divine promiſe ; and endea- 
vou, by the grace of the bleſſed ſpirit, to ſhow our gratitude ts God by a 
e obedience to all his divine commandments and precepts. O how _ 
bleſſed are all. thoſe. who thus believe in Jeſus l and ſhew their faith by their 
love towards God! God will love: them as his children, he will hear their 
prayer, bleſs them, and put them in the full poſſeſſion of all thoſe bleſſings 
dun * * promiſed... What reaſon have we to doubt of it? n 1 
: C 2 ; _- givea 


have been foretold many hundred years ago by the prophet David; and have 
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giverr his only begotten Son to be our Saviour and Deliverer ; and des de- 
clared his gracious deſire that all men ſhould become partakers of the benefits of 
his redemption; for / this purpoſe he ſent forth apoſtles, e evangeliſts, and teach<' 
ers, to call all nations to repentance and faith in Jeſus Chriſt. He has ſent 
his ſervants to theſe dark corners of the earth, to make known unto us the 
glad tidings of ſalvation, and by the grace of the bleſſed Spirit many of our 
nation have accepted the offers of God's grace and merey; and no dpubt there 
are ſtill many who. ſhall turn to the Lord their God. Theſe. glorious events 


Marrs ene r 99 


been fulfilled from the time of the apoſtles to our days. E.. 22. v. 27, 30, 31. 
« All the ends of the world ſhall remember, and turn unto the Lord, and all 
e the kindreds of the nations ſhall worſhip before thee. A feed ſhall ſerve 
te him, it ſhall-be accounted to the Lord for a generation. They ſhall come, 
e and declare his righteouſneſs unto a PRIN a ſhall be er Nn 
* done this.“ 


God, out of his free grace and mercy, has brought me — a finful: 
creature, born of. heathen parents, to his bleſſed knowledge; he has cauſed- 
me to be inſtructed in: the glorious goſpel of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and has- 
beſtowed innumerable bleflings. on my. ſoul and body, through my ſpiritual. 
paſtors and teachers. And now as he has appointed: me to make known the» 
glad tidings of Chriſt's ſalvation, I humbly intreat him to grant me the grace 
and ſtrength of the bleſſed ſpirit, that I may fulfil the duties of this ſacred: 
office in his fear, and with all humility and faithfulneſs; and I intreat you- 
likewiſe to pray, that God may accompany- all my undertakings with his. 
grace and bleſſing. God of his infinite goodneſs grant to you and me che 
riches. of his grace and mercy, through Jeſus Chriſt our Lord. Amen. 


- 
— 1 8 ” 
wn... 4 tt i. MA 26. _— ——_— 6 et. ted tt... At TOW. 
* — 
* — * , 
k * 5 4 3 —_— 


O Most gracious Jeſus, thou art the: prince of life; and our eternal high-- 
prieſt... Thou deſireſt that all mankind may come to the knowledge of thy 
ſaving goſpel; may believe in thee, as their Saviour, and ſhare in the divine 
grace and favour. . In the beginning thou didſt. make known. thy gracious 
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| deſig igus, and chy will and counſel to thy ad the Iſraelites, hat through . 
their means other-nations might likewiſe obtain light and knowledge, and'be _ 

guided into the way of ſalvation; ; and thou till continueſt to call ſinners to re-- _— 

pentance, and to accept of thy ſalvation. Thou: haſt not only promiſed to 
ſhow mercy on thoſe who turn from their evil ways, but haſt confirmed thy» 
promiſe by an oath ; we praiſe thee for this unſpeakable mercy, and we hum- 
bly intreat thee to grant to us and to all thy people thy-grace, that we may 
= obey thy will, and be made partakers of thy grace and mercy. Have mercy: 
upon them who are going aſtray in the way of fin and een and | grant them 
We true: faith and e | 


We beſeech thee to bleſs and preſerve thy Kennt Goats our king. ad 6 8 
the royal family, and to crown them with all the riches of thy grace, and all 
thy ſalvatiom Send down likewiſe thy bleſſing on the king of Denmark, 
and all other kings, and make them bleſſed inſtruments of enlarging chy· king · 
dom. Bleſs his majeſty's whole counſel, and all biſhops and miniſters, and 
an the members of the Society for promoting Chriſtian Knowledge, and proſ- 
per all their pious en to the glory © of 10 name, and the e and. 
Velfare of 7 2 


| Let thy gracious eb. Ge always Watch over our . 
tors, to keep them from every evil, and to feli tern with every bleſſing; 

grant to them thy grace, that they may nie wow weary in well-doing, and 

at laſt grant unto them that glorious reward, which chou haſt laid up for them. 

in heaven... 


Grant thy grace and bleſſing to all our magiſtrates and ſuperiors who are 
in this place, that they may fear thy name, obey thy bleſſed will, and uſe their. 
power and A for Promoting the intereſts of thy true en 

e So ab _ 

We beſeech thee to 10 our defence and protection avid our enemies, 
who are now riſen againſt us; and to e nes all bal evils and ate 
gers, with which we are encompaſſed. . | 


This alludes to the invaſion of the Myſoicens which was Ef by the been z 
army e Myſore, under the command of Len Cornwallis. | | 
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Bleſs and aſſiſt thy * whom Fry haſt Gant to. make 3 unto _ 
the glad tidings of thy ſalvation ; and further all their good endeavours to the, 


pulling down of Satan's n and to the edifying thy church in ſound faich 
and godlineſs. 


Bleſs thy univerſal Church, and eſpecially thoſe in this h 5 1 1 
from all ungodlineſs, and adorn it with unity, charity, and pins 25 1 


1 14 
Continue the light of thy goſpel among us, and bring the poor Heathen, i 
and all thoſe who are in darkneſs, into thy holy church, and make them pare Y 
takers of thy grace and mercy ; and grant thy divine grace and ſtrength, to me 
likewiſe thy ſervant, that I may take heed to myſelf, and to my doctrine, that 


I may be faithful in my calling, and at laſt finiſh * Pp nad Ms. ! | 
this, for thy infinite mercies ſake, Amen. 
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